
“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
 

St. Mary Magdalene Parish 
 

The Catholic Community of the East End of Pittsburgh 

Website  saintmarymagdalenepgh.org                All our churches are accessible.                           @smmppgh 

stmarymagdalenepgh.org
https://www.facebook.com/smmppgh/?modal=admin_todo_tour


Information during the Pandemic 

Sunday Masses will be broadcast on Saturdays on 
Facebook/Livestreamed at 4 pm and available on 
YouTube at 5:30 pm. 
 

Facebook: Saint Mary Magdalene Parish, @smmppgh  
YouTube: St. Mary Magdalene Parish PGH  
 

The parish website will be updated as information is 
available, saintmarymagdalenepgh.org. 
 

To sign up for updates from the Diocese of Pittsburgh 
diopitt.org/receive-updates-on-the-coronavirus 

Bulletin Announcements 
are due no later than 9 am on Mondays 

for the next week’s bulletin. 
 

Larger announcements must be submitted  
a week prior to the Monday deadline. 

 

bulletin@stmarymagpgh.org 

St. Bede Church  
509 South Dallas Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15208 

 

St. James Church 
718 Franklin Avenue, Wilkinsburg PA 15221 

 

Mother of Good Counsel Church  
7705 Bennett Street, Pittsburgh PA 15208 

Parish Office 
509 South Dallas Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15208 
 

parishoffice@stmarymagpgh.org 
Phone:412.661.7222  
Fax: 412.661.9337 

Pastoral Staff  
Rev. Thomas J. Burke, Pastor tburke@diopitt.org 
Rev. David Taylor, Senior Parochial Vicar dtaylor@diopitt.org 
 

In Residence 
Rev. James Adeoye jamesadeoye@yahoo.com 
Rev. Augustine Temu temuago@yahoo.com 
 

Office Staff 
Frank Grande  businessmanager@stmarymagpgh.org 
Terri Price parishoffice@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Religious Education  
Teresa Maynor  tmaynor@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Music Ministries 
Jennifer Gorske, Director of Music Ministries   

412.370.2638; jgorske@stmarymagpgh.org 
Carla LaRocca DiDonato 412.422.2460;  

clarocca@stmarymagpgh.org 
Pat Morgan 412.425.3834; pmorgan@stmarymagpgh.org 
Gerard Rohlf 412.657.7570; grohlf@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Safe Environment 
Melissa Viator  mviator@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Social Ministry & Community Outreach 
Anne Scheuermann 412.241.1309;  

ascheuermann@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Media & Communications 
Cathy Raffaele 412.241.1392; craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org 
Glennen Lloyd  cceepnewsletter@gmail.com 
Bulletin  bulletin@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Housekeeping/Maintenance 
Paul Denk, Michael Natalia, Annette Shunk 
 

Principals 
Sr. Thea Bowman Catholic Academy:  Ms. Stephanie Michael   

412.242.3515;  info@stbca.net;  sistertheabowman.org 
St. Bede School: Sr. Daniela Bronka   412.661.9425;  

info@saintbedeschool.com;  saintbedeschool.com 

Offertory for March 29  $4,128 
 

PSP 2020 
Goal  $153,393   Received  $18,361 

 

Due to an early publishing date for this bulletin,  
the offertory for April 5 will be reported at a later date. 

Stewardship 

St. Mary Magdalene Parish is operating 

as normally as possible during these troubled times.  
Our staff is available to answer your phone calls and 
emails for any requests or inquiries that you may 
have.  They are also working to keep you informed 
with up to date parish news and events through our 
website, Facebook, bulletin and eNewsletter. The 
Mass for Sunday is live streamed and available later 
for viewing. The maintenance staff continues to work 
at all three campuses maintaining parish buildings and 
grounds.  Our Social Ministry Center and food pan-
tries continue to operate to serve those in need with 
food and/or clothing at a time when it is most in de-
mand.   
 

However, we cannot do it without you!  We need 
your continued financial support to help St. Mary Mag-
dalene Parish continue to serve you.  Please consider 
mailing in your weekly offering to the parish office or 
participate in Faith Direct, our online giving program, 
as a way to assist the parish to pay for the operating 
expenses that we continue to incur in order to main-
tain our ministry to our Catholic community. 

 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Charitable Contributions Corona-
virus Aid, Relief, and Economic Se-
curity (CARES) Act became law on March 

27, 2020 in response to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
outbreak. 
 

The Act encourages Americans to contribute to 
churches and charitable organizations in 2020 by per-
mitting them to deduct up to $300 of cash contribu-
tions, whether they itemize their deductions or not. 
 

Please contact our business manager, Frank Grande, 
at 412.661.7222 ext. 202 with any questions. 
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Pastor’s Note 
 

Happy Easter!  
 

Today we rejoice at Easter as the 
tomb is empty! Hopefully these last 
Forty Days have been a time to be 
refreshed and renewed despite be-
ing homebound by the Coronavirus 
pandemic that has affected all of us 
locally, nationally and worldwide. 
With restrictions in place for us una-
ble to gather together for weekly 

mass, it has been an eye opener for 
all of us to stay alert, keep calm, and appreciate our fam-
ily, friends and faith.  
 

In the Gospel of St John, Mary Magdalene, Peter and 
the Beloved Disciple all encounter the empty tomb of 
Jesus. Our patron saint, Mary Magdalene, is the central 
figure to all of the gospel accounts of Jesus’ resurrection. 
She is considered the “Apostle to the Apostles” proclaim-
ing the good news that the tomb is empty. Christ’s resur-
rection fills us with joy because Jesus gives us life! 
 

This new life in Christ requires change in our lives and, 
while change is never easy, it opens the door to oppor-
tunity and growth. As we celebrate Easter 2020 and be-
ing members of St. Mary Magdalene Catholic Parish, let 
us proclaim the Good News to all!  
 

On behalf of Frs. Taylor, James, Augustine and the en-
tire parish staff we wish you and your family a very 
blessed Happy Easter! 

 

**Please note that Confirmation and First Holy Commun-
ion have been postponed. Both celebrations will be  
rescheduled at a later date.** 
 

Happy Easter! 
 
Parish Share 2020 The Annual Parish Share 2020 
Campaign has begun. Our goal this year for St. Mary 
Magdalene Parish is $153,393. Parish Share helps the 
day to day operations at the Pastoral Center downtown, 
and supports our Seminary, Hospital Chaplaincy and 
College Campus programs. Every registered parishioner 
should have received a pledge card and letter in the 
mail, Please be as generous as possible.  
 
Parish Improvements 
 
A fresh coat of paint has been applied to the main en-
trance vestibule of St. Bede Church.  
 
Mariani & Richards continues to make repairs on St. 
James Church; spot pointing, repairing hairline cracks 
and mortar joints and re-caulking around the windows. 
Funds from our Church Roof Campaign are making this 
project possible. If you would like to contribute, please 
make your check payable to St. Mary Magdalene Parish 
and memo it “Roof Fund.” 
 
Main Street Music & Sound installed four new wall 
speakers at Mother of Good Counsel and reconfigured 
the location of the speakers to enhance the quality of the 
sound. 
 

Ministry Van The Ministry Center is in need of a cargo 
van to pick up their weekly food and items from the 
Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank in the City of Duquesne. If 
you are interested in helping to fund this project, please 
make check payable to St. Mary Magdalene Parish and 
memo it “Cargo Van Fund” and mail it to my attention to 
the parish office. We are half way to our goal! 
 
Are You Registered? If you attend St. Mary Magda-
lene Parish on a regular basis and are not officially regis-
tered, you are most welcome here!  Please complete a 
registration form by calling our Office Manager, Terri 
Price at 412-661-7222. It is very important to be regis-
tered especially to obtain a Sponsor Letter to be a God-
parent or Confirmation Sponsor.  
 
Welcome Chris Benec I am pleased to appoint Chris-
topher C. Benec to the Finance Council. After growing 
up in New Kensington, PA and attending St. Joseph’s 
grade school, Chris is a 1989 graduate of Pittsburgh 
Central Catholic High School and earned his Bachelors 
in Economics from Carnegie Mellon University. For the 
past 27 years, he has been in the financial services in-
dustry focusing on investment opportunities for individu-
als and is currently in private wealth management. Chris 
became a member of St. Bede parish in 2001 and has 
been actively supporting St. Bede School since that time. 
He and his wife Loretta live in Point Breeze and their four 
children have attended St. Bede School.  
 
 
Congratulations to Makenzie Rose Mitchell and Mil-
lie Anne Thomas who were recently baptized.  
 

 
Something to Think About… 
When you brood over your troubles, you hatch despair. 

 
 

.  

 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke, Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 

 

 

mailto:tburke@diopitt.org


Father Taylor’s Reflection 
 

Today we begin to celebrate a season 
of hope that is like no other. Easter 
reinforces our faith in the resurrection 
and proves that light always has a vic-
tory over death.  Mary Magdalene, the 
patroness of our parish, is front and 
center and revealing this good news to 
the disciples.  
 

As a faithful people of God we celebrate Easter with the 
cross of Jesus ever with us. There is no new life without 
a death. Our world is suffering from an illness that is on-
going in our life. The suffering, death and pain that is 
afflicting so many gives us all the more reason to cele-
brate the resurrection this season.  
 

The Lenten season gave us an opportunity to reassess 
our priorities. This re-evaluation continues as we seek to 
help support and pray for one another doing these diffi-
cult times. I like to think that times such as these can 
bring out the best in all of us. We see it happening every-
day as so many are putting their own lives at risk by 
reaching out and helping others.  
 

Jesus died and rose again to bring out the best in us. We 
should never take this for granted. Jesus overcoming the 
cross and rising again is living proof that we can and will 
overcome this illness and suffering. 
 
May you all have a blessed and peaceful Easter season 
as we continue to work together in service to one anoth-
er. Yes, we shall overcome.  

As we are in this pandemic to-
gether, we are grateful that we 
can stay connected through so-
cial media.  In an effort to pray 
together, we invite you to submit 
videos of you and/or your family 
praying.   

 

We will post these videos to our Facebook page 
throughout the day.  Prayers can be family favorites, 
prayers you've found helpful during this pandemic, or 
daily devotionals such as the noon Angelus.  
 

Please send videos to dante.romito@gmail.com. 

In Memoriam 
 

Margaret “Peggy” Laird 
Thomas Leech, Sr. 

 

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord;  
and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

May their souls, and the souls  
of all the faithful departed, 
 through the mercy of God,  

 rest in peace.  Amen 

Advisory Councils 

Parish Pastoral Council Finance Council 

Patricia Albacete  
Linda Atkins 

Lois Campbell 
Anne Kovalan-Santoni 

Peter Lahoda 
Teresa Maynor 

Denise Charron-Prochownik 
Joan Price 

Janice Reed 
Dante Romito 
Eric Setzler 

Geloria White 
 

Pastoral Council meets 
on the 3

rd 
Monday  

of the month. 

Martin Albacete 
David Aleva 

Christopher Benec 
Linda Burke 

Michael Myers 
Michael Polite 

Judy Prata 
Bill Rawlings 
Mara Sullivan 
Victor Thorpe 

 
 
 
Finance Council meets 

on 4
th 

Monday 
 of the month. 

Advisory Councils 
Parish Pastoral Council and Finance Council meeting 
minutes are on the homepage of our website. 
 

If you wish a paper copy of the minutes, please con-
tact the Parish Office at 412.661.7222. 

Laundry Detergent and disinfecting prod-
ucts are requested for our parish pantries during the 
month of April.  Please take donations to the Parish 
Office at 509 S. Dallas Avenue in Point Breeze.  It is 
preferred that donations be brought between 10 am 
and 5 pm Monday through Friday.  If not, they can be 
left on the front or back porch.  It is suggested (but not 
necessary at this time) that donations no longer be 
put in plastic bags but recyclable bags which will then 
be used at the pantries.   
 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Volunteers Needed for pantry distributions 
in April.  Call 412.241.1309 and leave a message if 
you can help especially during this coming week. 

Protection of God’s Children 
Report suspected child abuse  

At the 24-Hour Child Abuse Hotline: 800.932.0313 
 

If a child is in imminent danger, call 911 

April Is National Child Abuse     
Prevention Month and it is a time to recog-

nize the importance of families and communities work-
ing together to prevent child abuse and neglect and 
promotes the social and emotional well-being of chil-
dren and families.   
 

We pray for all those who have suffered abuse at the 
hands of those in whom trust was placed and gravely 
betrayed.  

mailto:dante.romito@gmail.com
tel:1-800-932-0313


The Ministry Center's work continues... 
 
These weeks, as we are asked to distance ourselves to halt the spread of Covid-19, prove to be a real challenge to 
the Ministry Center, as we work to follow the required protocols provided by state and federal officials for social 
distancing while simultaneously serving those in need in our community.  Some changes have been made to our 
operations to meet those requirements while still addressing the problems of those we serve. 
 
The Ministry Center, while it is no longer accepting visitors to the building, continues to be "open" to work with 
those that call for help with rent, utilities, emergency food, and other needs.  The Ministry Center phone is moni-
tored remotely throughout the day, and we respond to all messages as quickly as possible, always within 24 
hours.  Financial assistance is given and calls for emergency food are filled as soon as possible.   
 
The food banks on the St. James Campus and Holy Rosary Rectory will hold their monthly food distributions in the 
month of April, with necessary modifications to adhere to social distancing and with the use of protective gear and 
will distribute food as expeditiously as possible.  We are exploring other models of distribution, all with the goal to 
get food to those who need it, but to do so as safely as possible. 
 
As always, I welcome your thoughts and concerns. 
 
Anne Scheuermann 
Coordinator, Social Ministry & Community Outreach 
 
ascheuermann@stmarymagpgh.org 
 
412.241.1309 

A Litany to Pray Frequently  
in Time of Health Pandemic  

 
This may be prayed individually  

or in alternation with others.  
 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  
Christ have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  
 
Christ, hear us. Christ, hear us.  
Christ, graciously hear us. Christ, graciously hear us.  
 
O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth, have 
mercy on us.  
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on 
us.  
O God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of the faithful, have mer-
cy on us.  
O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, one God, have mer-
cy on us.  
 
From all evil, Lord, deliver us, we pray.  
From every sin, Lord, deliver us, we pray.  
From everlasting death, Lord, deliver us, we pray.  
By your Incarnation, Lord, deliver us, we pray.  
By your Death and Resurrection, Lord, deliver us, we 
pray.  
By the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Lord, deliver us, we 
pray.  
 
Holy Mary, pray for us.  
Holy Mother of God, pray for us.  

Mother of the Church, pray for us.  
Mother of Christians, pray for us.  
Mother of the human family, pray for us. 
Refuge of sinners, pray for us.  
Comforter of the afflicted, pray for us.  
Consolation of the lonely, pray for us.  
Solace of the fearful, pray for us.  
Hope of the poor, pray for us.  
Health of the sick, pray for us.  
Companion of the dying, pray for us.  
Strength of caregivers, pray for us.  
Help of Christians, pray for us.  
 
Queen of Angels, pray for us.  
Queen of Apostles, pray for us.  
Queen of Martyrs, pray for us.  
Queen of Virgins, pray for us.  
Queen of All Saints, pray for us.  
Queen of Heaven, pray for us.  
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, spare 
us, O Lord.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, gra-
ciously hear us, O Lord.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us.  
Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God, that we may be made 
worthy of the promises of Christ.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Amen.  
 

Compiled from liturgical and traditional sources  
by Anthony Ruff, Saint John’s Abbey. 
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April 12 - May 31, 2020 




